


UtB – a Note to Readers 
from the Chief Editor 

 
 
It seems that haiku (the genre itself) always has its challenges. With a history of dissonance, it 
has continued to flourish around the world of poetry. From three lines, two lines, one line, one 
word, graphic design ku, monoku, photo ku, et al, it is now being challenged with AI haiku and 
the fear of it flourishing.  
 
While AI (artificial intelligence) has not been able to write haiku other than 5/7/5, it does 
present a challenge for editors to stay attentive, with hopes that none of us will accidentally 
allow one to get published in a major journal. Heaven help us if we do! 
 
For the moment, UtB outright rejects all 5/7/5 haiku and will return any submissions that come 
our way written in the formula. It’s not a particularly good meter for haiku in English – it largely 
misrepresents the original Japanese intent. AI is unable to think about haiku aesthetics beyond 
5/7/5, which means that the more qualities that we include such as phrase/fragment, break 
(kire/kireji), depth of meaning through simile, metaphor, and cultural implications the better 
our haiku will be and the more difficult it becomes for AI to emulate. 
 
If haiku poets persist in writing statement haiku such as 
 
red bumble bee 
snow on the road 
ties his shoes 
 
. . . AI will continue in its assault. However with poems such as Stephen Bailey’s 
 
in darkness 
birds trill towards 
what’s still to come 
 
. . . it will be impossible for many years to come for AI to write something so rich in nuances. 
There are relationships in this poem that only a heart and soul can perceive deeper meaning. 
 
waning moon 
a tinge of death 
in the halo 
 
          stephen bailey 
 
. . . is another example of a poem of deeper meaning that AI, once again, cannot emulate. 



 
This encourages me, in a way, however; it encourages me to write with deeper feelings, on deep 
and rich subjects that have a lasting resonance that continues to echo new and deeper 
meanings as readers and read again for meaning(s). 
 
Nagasaki 
in her belly, the sound 
of unopened mail 
 
          don baird 
 
. . . just might resonate in the reader’s mind almost forever. Through deep pondering, through 
deep sincerity, through poetic desire, and through honesty, haiku will continue to develop 
forward rather than falling victim to the world of boredom and trite word combinations. AI is on 
our heels; but we remain in the lead because poetry is indeed about hope, love, loss, and 
deeper feelings — so much so, that we will lead the way as AI remains light years behind what 
we, human souls can create. 
 
old age home 
an inmate talks nonstop 
about loneliness 
 
          kala ramesh 
 



 

Appreciating Kala Ramesh 
 
The occasion has arisen where we must take a moment and be thankful to 
someone who dedicated ten years of her life to Under the Bashō — Kala 
Ramesh, UtB haiku editor. She is commendable in her steadiness, 
commitment, fairness, and talent; all is self-evident immediately at first 
glance. Without reservation, Stephen and I can say that we have been 
deeply honored to have had a chance to work her to the benefit of UtB 
and haiku at large. 
 
At one point, she shone in a book the three of us authored titled, Triptych 
– Red Moon Press, 2019. Her opening haiku, 
 
first cuppa coffee . . . 
with each sip the mist 
unveils the hills 
 
. . . is a delicious, warm beginning for Triptych.  She continues, as she describes, In the Beginning 
before things of humanity take a downfall, 
 
faces bob from behind the hedge 
           butterflies in the garden 
 
morning raga . . . 
a honeybee attempts 
to waken the bud 
 
annual sports day 
a photographer baskets 
the setting sun 
 
. . . her sensitivity toward humanity and its characteristics shines. 
 
Kala has been a key to the success of UtB. Her wisdom and keen sense of critical critique have 
been the impetus of her acceptance selections and the development of Under the Bashō as an 
organization. She was also the reason this one small detail of our journals initials: she saw us 
writing it UTB and quickly emailed us with the suggestion of UtB, that a small T would be the 
appropriate answer to how it should be done. 
 
We’ve known her for many years. We are more than delighted that she spent 10 of those years 
assisting us at Under the Bashō. We wish her continued success with the many projects that she 
has initiated in her own life, her personal dreams. 
 

https://redmoonpress.com/product/strongitriptychistrong-haiku-by-kala-ramesh-don-baird-and-hansha-teki-curated-by-don-baird/
https://redmoonpress.com/product/strongitriptychistrong-haiku-by-kala-ramesh-don-baird-and-hansha-teki-curated-by-don-baird/


 

In honor of the Under the Bashō team  
over its first decade 

 
Seánan Forbes  
traditional haiku forms editor 
(2014 – 2017) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johannes S. H. Bjerg  

one-line haiku and ku editor 
(2014 - 2020) 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

Carlos Colón (R.I.P.) 

concrete haiku editor 
(2015 - 2016) 
 
Carlos passed away 4 days after his acceptance of a final 
submission in 2016. 
  



 

Michael Rehling  

haibun editor 
(2015 - 2016) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clayton Beach  

editor for post ku and linked forms, sequences & 
contrapuntal poetry 
(2018 - present) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colin Stewart Jones   
haibun editor 
(2019) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praniti Gulyani 

youth corner 
(2020) 



 

Jenny Ward Angyal  
tanka editor 
(2020 - 2022) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pravat Kumar Padhy  
haibun editor 
(2020 - present) 

 
 
 
 
 
Marilyn Ashbaugh  
haiku editor 
(2023 - present) 

 
 
  



 

Don Baird  
chief editor and co-founder 
(2013 - present) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Stephen Bailey  
co-founder and journal administrator 
(2013 - present) 
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